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Date: 17 July 2023 

Time: 19:00 

Venue: Sandeman’s Perth 

 

Attendees Initials  Attendees Initials 

Craigie-Lee Paterson (Chair + minutes) CLPa  Bill Melville BMel 

Katharine Melville KMel  Sarah Walker SWal 

Gordon MacFarlane GMac  Susannah Rae SRae 

Gina O’Neill GONe  Mike Simm MSim 

Damien O’Neill DONe  Brad Murphy BMur 

Alasdair Dutton ADut  Shelagh Fulton SFul 

Gerry Burke GBur  Alistair Tait ATai 

     

Apologies Initials  Apologies Initials 

Richie Neill RNei  Tom Lamb TLam 

Barbara Smith BSmi  Christine Fraser  CFra 

Ian Fraser IFra  Sara Davies SDav 

Jane Anderson JAnd  Margaret Scott MSco 

Roger Humphrey Rhum  Lewis Simpson LSim 

Hugh McAninch HMcA    

 

Agenda 

Item 

Topic Action 

1. Guest Speaker – Susannah Rae (PKC/Sustrans) 

Susannah explained her role within the council. 

Some of the projects she is currently involved with are: 

Collating figures for the Walking and Cycling Index 2023 

Cycling parking across PKC – Breadbins to be installed at Bells (for their equipment), 

Thimblerow (for the Bike Station) and Milne Court (PKC housing) 

Also looking at the Ember bus route and the need for bike parking near bus stops especially 

Walnut Grove and Bridge of Earn. 

NCN – looking to remove 2 barriers that are not to Sustrans specifications – needs to be 1.5m 

wide. There is a Sustrans Fund that will pay for this work. 
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Local Councillors meet regularly with the Road Safety Department – they influence the order 

of items on the to do list. So they should be your first point of contact (even if the issue is 

not in your area).  

If any members have suggestions for green routes – 40 mph walking and cycling friendly roads 

– please let Susannah know on SusannahRae@pkc.gov.uk. 

After the meeting maps were available for members to comment on. The types of roads on 

the maps are Green Routes with 40mph limits and signs reminding drivers of cyclists and 

pedestrians on the road, off road routes, shared use paths next to the road and routes which 

are not in any of those categories but which are part of the NCN. 

 

ALL 

 

ALL 

 

 

 

 

2.  
 

Minutes of the 2022 AGM 

No amendments required. 
 
Proposed – Katharine Melville 
Seconded – Alistair Dutton 

 

 

 

 

3. 

 

 
Chair’s Report 
 
In January CLPa attended the Consultation for the Scone Palace changes. The entrance is 
moving into the stable block with access from Stormontfield Road. Asked about bike 
parking. The café will now be available even if not visiting palace or grounds.  
On 25 March CLPa, LSim, TLam and KMel all attended the On Yer Bike Festival on the South 
Inch. A table with leaflets was set up opposite the Sustran’s Gazebo. The event was mostly 
attended by mountain bikers. 
Thanks to Neill MacDonald for facilitating the bike maintenance classes in April and May. 
The average attendance was 5 (max attendance was 8). 
The Wednesday Night Rides started on 10 May and CLPa led a ride in Scone on 17 May. This 
led to her meeting several local e-bike riders and they have started meeting for rides also.  
On the 31 May CLPa was due to attend a meeting that the following organisations had been 
invited to: 
• P&K Countryside Trust 
• Live Active All Ability Cycling 
• PKC IBike Sustrans Officer & IBike Communities Officer 

• PKC Communities Team 
• Willowgate Activity Centre 
• Bike Station Perth 
• PKC Bikeability Scotland Coordinator 
• Cycling UK Scotland 
• ByCycle Perth 
• Cycling Scotland 
 
But events with her Dad meant she wasn’t able to and realised too late to find a 
replacement to represent ByCycle. The next meeting was suggested for 31 July. 
ByCycle were approached by Nicky Credlend who runs first aid courses. If we want to host a 
course for members the cost is £300 for 12 people plus venue cost.  
CLPa will be at the Energy Festival on 29 and 30th July – on the Sustrans stand but will take 
ByCycle leaflets.  
Finally the Wednesday Ride on 2 August is in association with PKC, Sustrans and UCI. It 
starts on Mill Street and goes along the lade to the inches and back. Approximately 10 
miles.  
Thank you to all the volunteers who make ByCycle work. 
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4.  
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
RNei let CLPa know that the current bank balance is £3647.48. This includes £45 for a 
cheque which has not yet cleared. Coaches for the Big Ride have been paid for.  
 

 

5.  
 
Election of Office Bearers 
 
RNeil is happy to continue as Treasurer 

MSim is happy to continue as Website and Membership 
LSim is happy to continue with Current Issues 
TLam is happy to continue as Rides Organiser. 
 
CLPa is stepping down as Chair but will continue as Minutes Secretary and Social Media. 
 
No-one expressed an interest in being Chair so this position remains vacant.  
 

 

6. 
 

ByCycle Rides 
 
Wednesday Rides (TLam) 
 
This year has seen a significant growth in the number of Wednesday evening rides offered 
by ByCycle. Moreover the location of where rides leave from has become more diverse. The 
numbers attending have been on average higher than previous 2022. 
The number of leaders has been constant with a few new leaders. However encouraging 
members to take on a leading a Wednesday ride has at times been somewhat difficult. This 
led to a delay in getting the full Wednesday schedule out for the website and Spond. We 
have a stalwart band of Wednesday evening leaders a number of whom now lead multiple 
Wednesday evening rides and the routes offered are developing further.  
The use of Spond has grown and the majority of Wednesday evening riders are using Spond. 
We need to improve and make information on Wednesday rides available more timely 
however if leaders don’t come forward then there will be an inevitable “last minute” rush 
to list.  
With this in mind , and at the risk of repeating myself, the ride organisers and leaders 

would benefit from all getting together either Zoom or FtF and looking at a number of 
matters.  
Moreover ByCycle does need to offer more training for ride leaders, first aid training to 
ensure we offer the best safest rides throughout Perth and Kinross. The mechanical roadside 
assistance was a good example of useful provision by ByCycle with a number of ride leaders 
attending. The objective of the rides is to encourage everyone, if under 16 accompanied by 
a supervising adult, to cycling in our local authority area; to guide along quieter routes; to 
encourage and support safe cycling ; build up confidence to cycle on roads; and to some 
extent reclaim the roads for cyclists- the more of us on roads the safer for all; and last but 
not least to provide a sociable event. I am sure other members may consider there are 
other objectives. 
The successful provision is in no doubt due to all ride leaders and all members of the ride 
group (Richie, Katherine, Craigie-Lee and myself) working together to achieve a useful 
programme of rides running from May to September. I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank leaders for their commitment and effort and for showing all new lanes and tracks in 
their locality. ByCycle is developing a good and unique band of leaders who are informed 
and skilled.  
I am willing to continue in the coordinating role but also prepared to let someone else take 

this on if they do wish. 
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7.  The Big Ride  

 65 Currently signed up. Room for 105 although booking system capped at 90. 

Kevin Bickerstaff providing roadside support. Suggested spots: Lochearnhead and Crieff 

Community Campus. 

A couple of on the day marshals are needed.  

Also help with putting up signs on the day before and taking them down on the Sunday. 

Katharine’s daughter is putting the signs out in Callander then from Callander it’s on the 

NCN77 to Lochearnhead. Signs are needed from this point on.  

GBur offered to pair with Katharine so just one other pair now needed.  

Cakes and goodies for the end can be dropped with Fiona at the start.  

Anyone willing to be the tail cyclist?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

8.  Current Issues 

LSim was unable to attend due to a family emergency. A summary will be sent around 

shortly. 

Perth Circular Signage – SRae acknowledged it keeps getting bumped. She suggested we 

liaise with Tayside Contracts and get the signs made ourselves. We asked if we could then 

have the ByCycle logo on them. 

We also discussed the ArtRoots project that SRae has suggested we could be involved in. She 

would liaise with the school – Inch View and the college for potential artists. She is going to 

get the tunnel from the School to the Sorth Inch brightened up.  

Is there a Whatapp group for those interesting in helping with current issues?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LSim 

 

9. Bikes on Public Transport 

This topic was suggested by Barbara Dunlop, but as she wasn’t present we weren’t sure 

what exactly she wanted to discuss. 

There was a short discussion about taking bikes on trains and the Ember bus as well as 

Fishers Tours.  

There is a page on the ByCycle website about “taking your bike on public transport” 

(http://bycycle.org.uk/rides-routes/). KMel has agreed to update the information.  

 

 

 

 

 

KMel 

10. UCI Events 31 July – 3 August 

Attached is the leaflet of events happening in the lead up to the Gran Fondo on 4 Aug. They 

all take place in Central Perth. 

The Wednesday evening Led ride in being led by us. Sign up is required at 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/led-rides-tickets-

675920565607?aff=odcleoeventsincollection then select August 2nd. 

 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/led-rides-tickets-675920565607?aff=odcleoeventsincollection
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/led-rides-tickets-675920565607?aff=odcleoeventsincollection
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12. AOB 

The need for a checklist for Ride Leaders. Also First Aid training would be appreciated.  

 

 Next meeting 

Wednesday 18 October 2023 at 7pm via Zoom 

 

 


